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Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P35137-P0 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/0 14996 



Date of mailing 
(dayAnonth/year) 



18.07.2005 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International filing date (dayAnonthfyear) 
05.10.2004 



Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al. 



Priority date (dayAnonth/year) 
11.11.2003 



1. 



2. 



The applicant is hereby notified that this International Preliminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the 
appSSn pre,,mmary rep ° rt ° n Potability and its annexes, if any, established ^vS^SSS^ ^ 

A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for 
communication to all the elected Offices. oureau ror 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of 
the report (but not of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices translation of 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts rtilina 

a£ S 3t, ^fw d Pay ', ng nati0nal fees) withln 30 months from th * Parity date (S^'m^e^M 9 
(Article 39(1 )) (see also the reminder sent by the International Bureau with Form PCT4bST) 

Where a translation of the international application must be furnished to an elected Office that translation 
must contain a translation of any annexes to the international preliminary report on M^^i^^ 
applicants responsibility to prepare and furnish such translation directly to each elected Site ^emSd. 

PCT WtaS gS*? 6 aPP,iCab,G time ' imitS and r ^uirements of the elected Offices, see Volume II of the 

InH inn l i )l i ( ; an f ,S at !? n 5r. t0 Artide 33(5) ' which Prides that the criteria of novelty inventive step 

and industrial applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of iiKmXmT 
preliminary examination and that "any Contracting State may apply additional or differen criteria fofthe 

0 L de ei d ; n 9 v r hether ^ in that State > the claimed inventions is patentatJe o nor se f 
T3' S H Ch f 6Mlona cntena may relate, for example, to exemptions from patentability reiS Sments for 
enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. y ' rec l u ' remenTS TOr 



Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 



European Patent Office 
D-80298 Munich 

Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 



Authorized Officer 
Schall, H 

Tel. +49 89 2399-2647 



Form PCT/tPEA/416 (January 2004) 



(JO 

ATTACHMENT "G 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter li of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P35137-P0 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/014996 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



See Form PCTyt PEA/4 16 



International filing date (dayAnonth/year) 
05.10.2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G06F1XX) 



Priority date (dayAnonthfyear) 
11.11.2003 



Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established bv this International Prdi m i^ c 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicanl ^according tc ►Article ^ ,nternat,onal Preliminary Exam.n.ng 

This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. B sent to the applicant and to the Internationa/ Bureau) a total of 13 sheets as follows- 

b. □ (sent to the Internationa/ Bureau only) a total of (indicate tvDe and numhnrnfdn^Ani^ - / xx 

sequence listing andtor tables related thereto, in containing a 

Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 oMhe Admhl^C.^K^S Supplemental 



4. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items 

Box No. I 
Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 

H Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
appl.cab.lity; citations and explanations supporting such statement industrial 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ Box No. VIII 



Date of submission of the demand 
30.04.2005 


Date of completion of this report 
18.07.2005 


Name and mailing address of the international 
preliminary examining authority: 

European Patent Office 
^Vfl D-80298 Munich 

yyj Tel. +49 89 2399 - 0 Tx: 523656 epmu d 
Fax: +49 89 2399 - 4465 


Authorized Officer 

Anticoli, C =; fljj \ 

Telephone No. +49 89 2399-6095 



PCT/1PEA/409 (Cover Sheet) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT intPrn a tinr, a . a .- m 

ON PATFMTARII ITY International application No. 

UNPATENTABILITY PCT/JP2004/D 14996 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



1 ■ ss ss o,MnSS s uX?hS as - on ,he ' nterna,iona ' app " ca,bn in ,he fan9ua « e in «•** » — 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article >14 S^JwS^ifi 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): rererrea to in this 

Description, Pages 

1-35 as originally filed 
Claims, Numbers 

1 0, 24, 26-35, 39-42 as originally filed 

]o 4 ^' 1 1 " 15, 22 ' 23, 25, 36 " 38 » received on 30.04.2005 with letter of 22.04.2005 
43-46 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-1 0/t0 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andA>r any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. 13 The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

EJ the claims, Nos. 2,3,16-21 

* □ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 * ™ s h re P° rt h * s been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 

ssa^^K^cir considered ,o 90 beyond ,he dfeciosure as ,i,ed ' 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded." 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (January 2004) 



n J p™J^ REPORT Internationa, application No. 

ON PATENTABILITY PCT/JP2004A)1 4996 



Box No. II Priority 



1. (3 This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the failure to furnish within thP 

prescribed time limit the requested: 

□ copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(a)). 

B translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 66.7(b)). 

2. □ This report has been established as if no priority had been claimed due to the fact that the priority claim has 

been found invalid (Rule 64.1). Thus for the purposes of this report, the international filinq date indicated 
above is considered to be the relevant date. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statem ent 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,4-15,22-46 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,4-15,22-46 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1,4-15,22-46 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/1PEA/409 (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 
(SEPARATE SHEET) 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/0 1 4996 



Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

The combination of the features of independent claim 1 is neither known from, nor 
rendered obvious by the available prior art (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT). The reasons are a 
follows: none of the documents cited in the search report suggest how to solve the 
problem of how to control usage of metadata in combination with a content in a flexible 
manner in order to eg. control type of usage depending on the "sensitivity" of the 
content. 

Independent claims 43, 44 and 46 are the corresponding respective receiving 
apparatus, transmitting apparatus and computer program product to the method of 
claim 1 and are therefore new and inventive (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT) for the same 
reasons as above. 

Claims 4-15, 22-42 are dependent on claim 1 and claim 45 is dependent on claim 43 
and as such also meet the requirements of the PCT with respect to novelty and 
inventive step (Article 33 (1) - (3) PCT). 
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